Elements of a Research Consent Form
A good consent form should explain the following: 

1) Who you are and what research you are doing
2) What subjects can expect if they decide to participate

· What is the nature of their involvement?

· How long it will take?

· Risks? Benefits of participation?

3) What will be done with the research results?

· Will the results be presented? Published?

4) Confidentiality

5) Rights as a research subject

6) Contact information

7) Signature statements

Example Consent Form
DESCRIPTION OF STUDY
My name is Dr. Jane Smith and I am an Associate Professor of History at Landmark College. I am conducting a study with Ms. Abby Doe, Assistant Professor of Computing, and Dr. Jose Ortiz, Director of Extracurricular Studies. The purpose of this study is to learn more about how field trips influence the learning process for students. We are asking for your voluntary consent to participate in a series of 3 field trips over the course of the semester, each lasting no more than 3 hours long. At the end of each field trip, we will ask you a series of questions about your field trip experience. The goal of this study is to learn how students experience field trips, not to evaluate your abilities or other factors that relate to you personally. 

AUDIO AND VIDEO RECORDING

If you agree to participate, you will be asked to participate in 3 field trips, and you will be interviewed after each trip for up to 1 hour per interview. Your facial expressions, verbal comments, and gestures will be recorded using a video camera. This information will be used to help us capture your field trip experience. All of the recorded information will be kept confidential, and your identity will remain anonymous. Any materials, such as filenames or videotapes, will be coded with a pseudonym. After the data are analyzed, we will destroy all recordings that contain your voice or image.
RISKS

There are no known risks to participating in this study.
BENEFITS

You will be compensated for each interview at a rate of $25/hour, and we believe you will enjoy the field trips. You may also gain insight into how researchers conduct studies to examine how experiences such as field trips contribute to student learning. If you are interested, you will be provided access to the final report once this study has been completed and documented.
CONFIDENTIALITY

All data collected in this study will remain confidential, and all person-identifiable data (e.g. name, audio recordings, video recordings) will be coded so that you cannot be personally identified. Data from this study will be kept in a locked file cabinet in a locked room until it is destroyed. Data will not be retained for more than 5 years.
PARTICIPATION

Your participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the study for any reason at any time. There is no penalty for withdrawing from the study or choosing not to participate. If you participate in part of an interview, and then decide to withdraw, you will still be compensated for the time during which you were interviewed. 
CONTACT

This study is being conducted by the History Department at Landmark College. The lead evaluator is Dr. Jane Smith, who can be reached by calling 802.387.1600, or by email at janesmith2@landmark.edu. 

[Please note: all consent forms must include Landmark College’s Institutional Review Board and Research Office contact information, as listed in the following paragraph.]
If you have questions about the research process or your rights as a human subject, please contact Dr. Michelle Bower, Chair, Institutional Review Board of Landmark College, at 802-387-6854 or https://intranet.landmark.edu/research-office/irb.cfm .
CONSENT

I have read this form and indicate my decision to participate or not participate as follows: 

____I am 18 years old or over

____ I agree to participate in this study.

____ I do not agree to participate in this study.

Signature: _______________________________
Date: __________________

Print name: ______________________________

